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Steady rise in
road traffic
accident deaths

Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD: Deaths due to road
traffic accidents (RTA) in And-
hra Pradesh have been steadily
rising and consequently the
State has earned the dubious
distinction of occupying first
rank in percentage of deaths in
the country due to RTA in 2004,
accounting for 12.2 per cent.

A case study conducted by the
Emergency Management and
Research Institute (EMRI), for
its third quarterly journal, ‘Indi-
an Emergency’ released here on
Sunday states that 105 accidents
occurred daily in 2005 in the
State at the rate of four every
hour, Thirty lives were lost in
these mishaps -- 1.3 deaths every
hour.

According to the study, which
covered the period from 2001 to
2005, 79 RTA deaths were re-
ported daily in 2001. The num-
ber jumped to 94 in 2002, 95 in
2003, and 107 in 2004,

Fortunately it fell to 105 in
2005. The number of accidents
during the period rose from
28,900 in 2001 to 38,300 last
year.

Hyderabad topped the five
districts in RTA and deaths in

Students aspiring to joining

medicine in China cry foul

Medical Council of India accused of ‘twisting’ guidelines

Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD: Students aspir-
ing to join Chinese medical
universities are facing a
stumbling block in the
form of a guideline of the
Medical Council of India
(MCI), which students say
is twisted to suit its conve-
nience and against its own
amended Act of 2001.

As per MCI guidelines,
every student seeking ad-
mission in a foreign med-
ical college has to file a
declaration form and 1ts
clearance from the MCI is
must for students to come
back and practise in India
after clearing the manda-
tory screening test.

In the new declaration
form, the MCI included a
note that states: “I under-
stand and declare that I in-
tend to take admission in a

2005, with 6,149 mishaps ac- | foreign medical institution

counting for 1,196 fatalities.

| which has been duly men-

e Students say MCI included the guidelines of
1956 instead of following the 2001 Act

« The 2001 Act has provisions to recognise
degree obtained from universities abroad

o Students argue 1956 guidelines cease to exist

tioned and recognised and
included in the schedules
to the Indian Medical
Council Act, 1956.”

Students’ contention

Students object to the
inclusion of ‘Indian Med-
ical Council Act, 1956’ in
the paragraph that was
originally not there in a
judgment of the High
Court based on which the
statement has been added
to the declaration form.

Their argument is sim-
ple. The MCI Act was last
amended 1n September
2001 and also notified in

the Gazette of India, But
instead of following the
2001 Act, the MCI has in-
cluded the guidelines of
1956.

Earlier to 2001, Part II
of Schedule IIT of the IMC
Act, 1956 consisted of
medical institutions of the
erstwhile USSR and other
Commonwealth countries
whose degrees were recog-
nised by the MCL

Recognition

But now students argue
that with the amendment

to the MCI Act in Parlia-
ment, a provision was

made to recognise the
medical degrees obtained
from the universities
world over.

World directory

They say the MCI decid-
ed to award recognition to
the primary medical qual-
ification obtained abroad if
the name of the degree and
the institution awarding
the same are listed in the
World Directory of Med-
ical Schools published by
the World Health Organi-
sation as per the changes
brought in 2001.

However, the inclusion
of ‘Act 1956’ in the declara-
tion form now is proving to
be a stumbling block to
take admission in Chinese
universities.

“The guidelines of 1956
cease to exist as soon as
Parliament passed the
amendments brought in
2001,” they argue.




